BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER

often heard reasoning of this sort in May 1936 in strong conservative
circles in Paris. In addition England and America, both capitalist
countries, seemed favourable to this government. The American
Club in Paris held a luncheon in honour of the new Premier. The
conservatives in London hoped to find in him a French Disraeli.
The fust Blum Ministry came to power in a favourable atmosphere.

After June 1936 the honeymoon was over. The Communist party
which true to its doctrine wanted, not reforms, but revolution, had
organized 'sit-down* strikes with occupation of the factories and
forced Leon Blum to do in four days what he had planned to do ia
four years. Paris assumed an air of violence. Bands of lads wan-
dered down the Champs Elysees hooting at passers-by, and the
police, lacking orders, did nothing to stop them. One Sunday, since
we were going to have lunch in the country at the home of a mutual
friend, Max Fischer, Tardieu took us in his car. He considered the
suburbs so unsafe that he had put a policeman in plain clothes beside
his chauffeur. Everywhere we saw red flags, parades and deserted
streets, emptied through fear.

The reaction was extremely violent. The middle class had been
frightened. From this time dates the renaissance in France of anti-
Semitism which since the war of 1914, when so many young Jews
had splendidly served their country, had appeared to be if not ex-
tinguished at least greatly diminished. The sit-down strikes had
spelled the doom of the administration. The English theorists of
Democracy have always rightly maintained that the form of govern-
ment in which a minority after an election agrees to be governed for
a fixed period by the majority is only possible if that rniaority is sure
their essential liberties will be respected. It must be admitted that
this guarantee ceased to exist at the moment when the Communist
party, openly in favour of a dictatorship of the proletariat, partici-
pated in the majority and imposed its will on it.

For my own part, I had voted against the Popular Front (which
meant, in my constituency, that I had voted for Henri de Kerillis),
but at the time it came into power I shared the hopes of those who
expected Leon Blum to achieve his reforms with order and modera-
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